October 28, 2010
Mrs. Janet Michael, Ramallah Mayor,
Dr. Hussein Jaddu,
Dr. Walid Basha,
All of our distinguished guests,

Thank you very much for attending the awarding ceremony to Dr. Hussein Jaddu
and Dr. Walid Basha.

Representative’s Commendation is an award for those who have made
distinguished contributions to the deepening of understanding about Japan in
Palestine and to the enhancement of human exchange between Japan and Palestine.
This is the first time for us to give this Award in Palestine, and we are very proud
and glad to give this Award to Dr. Jaddu and Dr. Basha.

Dr. Jaddu is the first Palestinian who got scholarship from the Government of
Japan. He studied at the Advanced Institute of Science & Technology, Information
Science in Japan from 1994 until 1998. Before he went to Japan, he knew nothing
about Japan. Nobody around him knew anything either, and information about
Japan on the internet was almost none at that time. Yet, he successfully finished
his study in Japan by obtaining PhD degree with Distinction Award. His success
paved the way for many other prominent Palestinians including Dr. Basha. While
assuming a heavy responsibility as Assistant Vice President of Al-Quds University,
we very much appreciate that Dr. Jaddu remains devoted to promoting Japanese
culture and society in Palestine. His huge contributions need no further
introduction and the results speak for themselves.

Dr. Basha obtained the Japanese government scholarship in 1999. He studied
Health Science in Kanazawa University and finished his PhD program in 2005.
Aside from his academic achievement, he mastered origami, a Japanese traditional
art of folding paper into figures, during his stay in Japan. After his return to
Palestine, he has been making the maximum use of his special skill of origami for



the promotion of Japanese culture, and has organized a number of origami
workshops. He is now initiating a new project called “Thousand Crane Project.”
Crane is the most popular figure of origami, and a Thousand Crane is a symbol of
peace originating from the story of a Japanese girl, a victim of Atomic Bomb in
Hiroshima. Before she died in 1955 at the age of 12, the girl had made more than a
thousand cranes in a hospital in hope that she would get well by making cranes.
As an activity to pray for peace and to introduce Japanese culture, Dr. Basha is
planning to make a thousand cranes with his assistants, and send it to Hiroshima
Peace Memorial Museum where a statue of the girl is located. Since the list of his
contribution is too long, | should stop my introduction here. Anyway, his endless
commitment, support and volunteer work have spread the word about Japan in
Palestine, and we are very thankful for all his work in spite of his busy research
work at An-Najah University.

Promotion of Japanese culture and society in Palestine is one of the important
missions of my office. Thanks to our Official Development Assistance to
Palestinians since 1993 which now exceeds one billion dollars, Japan is well
known as a major donor country to Palestine. However, many Palestinians are still
not familiar with the culture and society of Japan. The Representative Office has
been, and will continue its maximum efforts to organize as many events and
projects as possible to promote our rich culture. Having said, we hope that more
fellows will follow the paths of our two distinguished doctors, and help us to carry
out this task.

In this context, | would like to take this opportunity to inform you of our two
recent projects. One is the launch of our new website thanks to suggestions from
Dr. Jaddu and Dr. Basha. It is still a very new website and needs more upgrades,
but I hope this website will serve as a gateway to Japan. We welcome your
comments and suggestions to improve this website, so please visit our website after
you go home today. The second news is the commencement of broadcasting
Japanese educational TV programs on Al-Quds Educational TV. This project aims
to provide an opportunity for Palestinian viewers of all ages to come in touch with



the culture and society of Japan. Starting from October 6, 2010, the three
educational programs totaling a 1500-minutes of air-time will be broadcasted in the
next five years through Al-Quds Educational TV.

Once again, | would like to express my sincere appreciation to all of you to attend
this Awarding Ceremony of Representative’s Commendation. My appreciation
also goes to families of Dr. Jaddu and Dr. Basha who have supported their studies
in Japan and voluntary works after their return. I am sure our close friendship will
continue, and am always looking forward to working with you.

(END)
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