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Press Release
With Funds from the Government of Japan
UNDP Supports the Harnessing of Solar Power to Treat Wastewater in Gaza

Gaza Strip, 17 June 2019 - The United Nations Development Programme and the Government of
Japan, in partnership with the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture, Palestinian Energy and Natural
Resources Authority (PENRA) and the Costal Municipalities Water Utility inaugurated the Photo
Voltaic Solar System for the Rafah Wastewater Treatment and Reuse Plants project.

The project, worth US$ 500,000, will provide more than 170,000 Palestinians, including farmers, in
Gaza with improved access to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services. This will be done
through the provision of 200 KWp of sustainable electricity supply that will allow the Rafah
Wastewater Treatment and Reuse plants to treat the wastewater for irrigation and pump the treated
water into farming areas.

H.E. Takeshi Okubo, Ambassador for Palestinian Affairs and Representative of Japan to Palestine,
expressed his gratitude to all partners for making the project successful including UNDP and the
Palestinian Counterpart. “For the past decade, the Gaza Strip has suffered from a chronic
electricity deficit as well as severe waste water problems, which undermined fragile living
conditions. Therefore, Japan provided an additional grant of US$ 500,000 to UNDP with the aim of
providing a renewable energy source as a sustainable solution to the current energy crisis which
would ensure the optimal operation of the Rafah WWTP,” he said. “Japan is committed to
supporting humanitarian aspect as well as long term development plans in Gaza as a friend in
need and we hope this project will alleviate the suffering of people in Gaza”, he added.

According to the United Nations “Gaza in 2020: A livable Place?” report, some 90,000 CM of raw or
partially treated sewage is being discharged daily into the Mediterranean Sea (almost 33 MCM per
year). This is causing pollution and creating public health hazards.

UNDP Head of Office in Gaza, Chitose Noguchi, said “Energy is a critical enabler for people to live a
safe, healthy and productive life. Yet, the Gaza strip has been suffering from a chronic electricity
deficit since 2006. Thanks to the Government of Japan, we have installed a renewable energy
system that will improve public health and environment conditions. The 7000 CM of the treated water
will be pumped to irrigate farming areas, benefiting almost 500 farmers and their families”.

The ceremony took place at the Rafah Wastewater Treatment and Reuse Plants in Rafah on 1V
June 2019 and was attended by H.E. Takeshi Okubo, Ambassador for the Palestinian Affairs and
Representative of Japan to Palestine, Mr Monther Shublag, General Director of Coastal
Municipalities Water Utility, and Ms Chitose Noguchi, Head of UNDP office in Gaza.

For further information, please contact:

Ms Dania Darwish, Communications Specialist, Tel. +972-2-6268229 — e-mail: dania.darwish@undp.org
or Shahd El-Swerki in Gaza at Tel. +972-8-2822167 — e-mail: shahd.el-swerki@undp.org. For more
information on UNDP/PAPP see http://www.ps.undp.org.

UNDP partners with people at all levels of society to help build nations that can withstand crisis, and drive

and sustain the kind of growth that improves the quality of life for everyone. On the ground in more than

170 countries and territories, we offer global perspective and local insight to help empower lives and build
resilient nations.
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