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From the People of Japan

Japanese Donation Paves Way for Qalqgilya Health Centre
Reconstruction

26 May 2016
West Bank

The Representative of Japan to the Palestinian Authority, Ambassador Takeshi Okubo, and the
Commissioner-General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA), Pierre Krahenbihl, inaugurated the newly reconstructed Health Centre in Qalqilya
in the West Bank earlier today. The inauguration ceremony was held in the presence of the Governor of
Qalqgilya, Rafa’ Rawajbeh; the Mayor of Qalgilya, Othman Daoud; representatives of the Palestinian
community; and UNRWA staff.

The reconstruction of the Qalgilya Health Centre was made possible as part of a generous US$ 4.2
million grant from the Government of Japan, on behalf of the people of Japan. The grant is aimed at
enhancing the diverse health services delivered to Palestine refugees, namely the implementation of the
Family Health Team approach, the E-Health system and the improvement of health infrastructure
throughout the West Bank.

UNRWA deeply welcomes the reconstruction of the Qalgilya Health Centre, which will provide improved
guality and more timely health services to Palestine refugees in a spacious Centre.

The cost of the reconstruction of the Qalqgilya Health Centre amounted to US$ 2 Million, allowing UNRWA
to expand, renovate and equip it with the latest medical equipment in order to adequately address the
medical needs of patients. The new Health Centre has a broad range of health facilities, including
specialist doctors’ rooms, a physiotherapy unit, a laboratory, a lab technician room, and a blood bank.
The Centre will serve approximately 54,000 patients annually.

At the inauguration, Ambassador Takeshi Okubo said: “Assistance to Palestinian refugees through
UNRWA has always been one of the pillars of Japan’s peace efforts in the region. Palestinian refugees
need robust support from the international community. The Government of Japan is therefore determined
to continue its assistance to them through UNRWA, especially in the fields of health and education. Our
special thanks go to Dr. Akihiro Seita, Director of Health of UNRWA, who has vigorously worked on the
reforms for the health sector. | really hope that this new Health centre will play a central role in enhancing
health services in Qalgilya.”



UNRWA Commissioner-General Pierre Krahenbihl said: “We extend our sincerest words of appreciation
and respect to the government and people of Japan for the generous donation, which will make such an
important contribution to improving the delivery of health care in this part of the West Bank. The solidarity
and support shown yet again by Japan with this donation are remarkable."

Japan has long been a valued donor to UNRWA. In March 2016, the Government of Japan contributed a
total of US$ 38.20 million. In 2015, the Government of Japan contributed a total of US$ 39.20 million,
including US$ 19.75 million to the Agency’s core programmes and services, US$ 14.20 million to support
the Agency’s emergency programmes in Syria and the occupied Palestinian territory, and US$ 5.21
million for food assistance for abject-poor Palestine refugees.

Background Information
UNRWA

UNRWA is confronted with an increased demand for services resulting from a growth in the number of
registered Palestine refugees, the extent of their vulnerability and their deepening poverty. UNRWA is
funded almost entirely by voluntary contributions and financial support has been outpaced by the growth
in needs. As a result, the UNRWA Programme Budget, which supports the delivery of core essential
services, operates with a large shortfall, projected for 2016 to stand at US$ 81 million. UNRWA
emergency programmes and key projects, also operating with large shortfalls, are funded through
separate funding portals.

UNRWA is a United Nations agency established by the General Assembly in 1949 and mandated to
provide assistance and protection to some 5 million registered Palestine refugees. Its mission is to help
Palestine refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, West Bank and the Gaza Strip achieves their full human
development potential, pending a just and lasting solution to their plight. UNRWA services encompass
education, health care, relief and social services, camp infrastructure and improvement, protection and
microfinance.



