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18 Educational and Civil Facilities in Bethlehem and Hebron Governorates
are Adapted for the Handicapped
Funded by the Government of Japan

Today, Mr. Matsuura Junya, Japan’s Ambassador for the Palestinian Affairs and the
Representative of Japan to the PA, attended the opening ceremony of the project for
“Enhancing the Communal Support for Physically Disabled People in Bethlehem and
Hebron Governorates”, in the presence of the Director of Bethlehem Governorate, Mr. Fouad
Salem and Mr. Andreh Batarseh, YMCA General Secretary, in addition to representatives
from local authorities and institutions.

The project was funded by the Government of Japan in February 2012, through its
Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) and implemented by the East
Jerusalem YMCA Rehabilitation Program (EJYMCA-RP).

With the fund of USD 112,220, and under the responsibility of EJYMCA- RP, total 18
educational and civil facilities in Bethlehem and Hebron Governorates were adapted for the
handicapped to eliminate physical obstacles preventing their free access to basic services and
activities in the society, such as stairs at a public school entrance. Therefore, EJYMCA-RP built
new lavatories for the handicapped, remodeled some of the existing, built new ramps and put
handrails. In parallel, a 6-month awareness program, covered by the Japanese fund, were also
implemented in the same 18 facilities to raise the awareness of the people in the community
about the rights of disabled people and promote the sustainable communal movement to
integrate them into the society.

Since the inception of Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security
Projects (GGP) in Palestine, Japan has provided funding assistance to more than 320 projects
with a total value of approximately USD 23 million. It is worth mentioning that GGP projects
have been formulated in collaboration with the Palestinian Authority through MoPAD since
2010.
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A handicapped man using the ramp and handrails newly built at the entrance of Bethlehem

Sports & Youth Directorate
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