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PRESS RELEASE

May 24" 2012

Opening Ceremony of New classrooms in Yafa Elementary School in Al
Ubeidiya City Supported by Government of Japan

Today, Mr. Naofumi Hashimoto, Representative of Japan to the PA, attended the
opening ceremony of the project for construction of additional classrooms in Al Ubeidiya City
in Bethlehem Governorate, in the presence of Bethlehem Governor, Mr. Abdel Fattah Hamayel,
Mayor of Al Ubeidiya, Mr. Sulaiman Assa and representatives from the line ministries. The
project was funded by the Government of Japan in 2011, through its Grant Assistance for
Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP).

With the fund of 111,978 USD, Al Ubeidiya Municipality has implemented the project
of constructing the first floor of 7 classrooms and 1 teachers’ room for Yafa Elementary School,
to accommodate students studying in overcrowded and rented classrooms with inappropriate
environment. They have suffered from limited sunlight and smells from sewage pipes running
over the classrooms which were located below the level of the main street. This project aims to
provide better study environment for all students and teachers in Yafa Elementary School.

Mr. Hashimoto in his speech expressed that the Japanese Government is determined to
continue its support to Palestinian people from human security perspective as well as from its
political stands for their efforts to establish a viable independent Palestinian state and to develop
capacities of local institutions in providing basic daily services to the population.

Since the inception of Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security
Projects (GGP) in Palestine, Japan has provided funding assistance to more than 320 projects
with a total value of approximately 23 million USD, which is a part of Japan’s total assistance to
the Palestinians since 1993 exceeding 1.2 billion USD. It is worth mentioning that GGP
projects have been formulated in collaboration with the Palestinian Authority through MoPAD
since 2010.
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