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PRESS RELEASE
23 April, 2012
Inauguration of Herb Bag Production Plant in Al Agaba Village and Water Project in
Aqgaba City, both Funded by Government of Japan

On Monday, 23 April 2012, the completion of two projects funded by the Government of Japan through
its Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) was celebrated by Al Agaba village
and Aqgaba city in Tubas Governorate respectively.

Mr. Naofumi Hashimoto, Representative of Japan to the PA and Mr. Marwan Toubassi, governor of Tubas
attended both ceremonies. Present at the ceremonies were also Mayor of Aggaba Village in Aggaba, and
Mr. Smai Sadeq, Head of Al Agaba Village Council and Ms. Raohiya Sbeih, Chairperson of Agaba Rural
Women Society and representatives from local institutions, among others.

With Japan’s funding of USD 100,090, a herb bag production plant for local income generation
was established in Al Agaba village. The project was implemented by Al Agaba Rural Women Society to
reduce the overall poverty in Al Agaba area by establishing business that can involve almost all families
and can utilize local resources as a part of its efforts to improve the socio-economic status of women by
placing them in the center of a new community development scheme. About 2,700 people in the area can
benefit from this project.

In Aggaba city, with Japan’s funding of USD 100,071, new water pipes total 5,572 meters in Aqgaba city
were extended in 9 growing districts that have the largest public demand for access to the
water network. The project was implemented by Aggaba Municipality as a part of its efforts to supply
as sufficient and clean water as possible to its residents throughout the city. About 570 residents in these
districts can now enjoy rather sufficient and clean water for their domestic use.

Mr. Hashimoto in his speech at both ceremonies emphasized Japan’s firm commitment of supporting
Palestinian people from human security perspective as well as the importance of implementing social and

economic development projects needed for Palestinian communities.

Since 1993, Japan has provided more than $1.2 billion to Palestinians, including its assistance through
GGP to more than 320 projects with its total amount of about $23 million. It is worth mentioning that
GGP projects have been formulated in collaboration with the Palestinian Authority through MoPAD since
2010.
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Mr. Hashimoto along with Mr. Toubassi checking the herb bags packages
in Al Aqua Rural Women Society

Mr. Hashimoto and Mr. Toubassi cutting the red ribbon in Aggaba project
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