Representative Office of Japan to the P.A.

VIP 2 Center, 3" floor, Al-Bireh - Ramallah

JAPAN Tel. 02-2413120/1 Fax. 02-2413123

Development Assisk www.ps.emb-japan.go.jp

PRESS RELEASE
December 19", 2012

Opening Ceremonies of Two Grassroots Projects in Hebron Governorate
Funded by the Government of Japan

Today on December 19, 2012, the completion ceremonies of two projects
were held respectively in Dura City and Al Shyoukh City in Hebron Governorate.
Mr. Junya Matsuura, Japan’s Ambassador for Palestinian Affairs and the
Representative of Japan to the PA, and the Governor of Hebron Governorate, Mr.
Kamel Hmeid attended both ceremonies. These projects were funded by the
Government of Japan in November 2011 and February 2012 respectively, through

its Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP).

With the fund of USD 110,973, Palestinian Hydrology Group (PHG)
implemented the Project for the Construction and Improving the Lavatory Facilities
at Three Schools, Dura Basic Girls School, Bani Naim Basic Girls School, and
Assura Secondary Boys School, all in Hebron Governorate. Besides, and as part of
the project, PHG conducted an awareness program in the three schools to raise the
students’ awareness of sanitation and hygiene issues. Through this Japanese grant,
PHG was able to provide appropriate and healthy educational environment for
around 1,450 students and 70 teachers in the three schools by building new lavatory
facilities with the sufficient number of toilets. In addition, it will also contribute to
improve the communal health by reducing the risk of children getting infected with

water-borne diseases at schools.

Under the same GGP scheme, Al Shyoukh Municipality has received USD
85,999 for the project for improvement and expansion of the electricity network in
Al Shyoukh City to replace total 6560 meters of the existing naked Middle Voltage
wires with 750 meters underground cables and total 4,100 meters of the existing
naked Low Voltage cables with ABC cables. In addition it extended a total of 1300
meters to 4 districts in Al Shyoukh city which didn’t have official electricity. Thus, a
safe supply of electricity is realized for all citizens in the city estimated of 1600
households
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Mr. Matsuura in his speech emphasized Japan’s firm commitment of
supporting Palestinian people from the human security perspective as well as the
importance of implementing social and economic development projects needed for

Palestinian communities.

The GGP scheme is specially designed to address basic needs from human
security perspective, which include water and electricity supply, health care,
primary education and to support deprived people. Since 1993, Japan has provided
about $ 23 million to more than 320 projects in West Bank and Gaza Strip. GGP
projects have been formulated in collaboration with the Palestinian Authority
through MoPAD since 2010.
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At the Dura Girls’ School
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At one of the project sites in Al Shyoukh
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