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Opening Ceremony of a Local Compost Production Plant in Jericho City
Funded by the Government of Japan

Today, Mr. Matsuura Junya, Japan’s Ambassador for the Palestinian Affairs and
the Representative of Japan to the PA, attended the opening ceremony of the project for
“Establishing a Compost Production Plant in Jericho Agricultural District”, in the
presence of Jericho Governor Mr. Majed Fityani, Mr. Waleed Assaf Minister of
Agriculture and Dr. Sa’eb Erikat Head of PLO Negotiation Affairs Department. The
ceremony was also attended by some representatives from the local authorities and
institutions and international organizations.

The project was funded by the Government of Japan in 2011, through its Grant
Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) and implemented by the
Agricultural Engineers Home Society (AEHS) in cooperation with the Arab
Development Society (ADS).

With the fund of $ 220,000, AEHS built a local compost production plant to
produce about 1,050 tons of compost of a very good quality and affordable price on an
annual basis. At least 1,800 agricultural households in Jericho governorate will use the
produced compost. Thus, improving the agricultural sector in that area though assisting
farmers to increase the agricultural productivity, as well as improving food security
among Palestinian people.

AEHS built this plant on a five donums of land owned by the Arab
Development Society, procured the needed agricultural machineries and equipments and
installed them inside the barracks. They also held 18 workshops to promote the compost
production and use for different farmers associations and local authorities in the middle
and north areas.

Mr. Junya encouraged AEHS to further develop their cooperation with JICA
technical team in Jericho to ensure the project’s impact and effectiveness, thus
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contribute to the development of the Jericho Agro-Industrial Park which is supported by
the Japanese Government under the concept of “Corridor for Peace and Prosperity”. In
addition, Mr. Junya emphasized Japan’s firm commitment of supporting Palestinian
people from human security perspective as well as the importance of implementing
social and economic development projects needed for Palestinian communities.

Since the inception of Japan’s Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human
Security Projects (GGP) in Palestine, Japan has provided funding assistance to more
than 320 projects with a total value of approximately 23 million USD. It is worth
mentioning that GGP projects have been formulated in collaboration with the
Palestinian Authority through MoPAD since 2010.

Cutting Ribbons Event at Production Plant in Jericho
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