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Opening Ceremony of Constructing Water Cisterns in Jerusalem Governorates
Funded by the Government of Japan

Today on November 12, 2012, Mr. Makoto HONDA, the Deputy Representative of
Japan to the PA, attended the opening ceremony of the project for Constructing Cisterns in Beit
Duqgo Village, in the presence of Mr. Adnan Husseini, Minister of Jerusalem Affairs, in
addition to representatives from local authorities and institutions. The project was funded by the
Government of Japan in July 2012, through its Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security
Projects (GGP).

Under the GGP scheme, and for the third time, a new grant with the amount of USD
111,560 was granted for Beit Duqqo Development Society to implement the project for
Constructing Cisterns in Beit Duqggo Village in Jerusalem Governorate. 17 cisterns were
constructed to enable 65 households and one school in need, to save rain and tap water in
cisterns whenever available and thus have stable access to water year-round without relying on
tankers, costly mean to obtain domestic water. 500 people and 200 girls' students who seriously
suffer from lack of water especially in the dry season will benefit from these 17 cisterns. In
addition, all people living in Biet Duqgo village (around 2000 people) will benefit from this
project as water pressure in the existing water network is expected to strengthen.

Mr. Honda in his speech emphasized Japan’s firm commitment of supporting
Palestinian people from the human security perspective as well as the importance of

implementing social and economic development projects needed for Palestinian communities.

The GGP scheme is specially designed to address basic needs from human security
perspective, which include water and electricity supply, health care, primary education and to
support deprived people. Since 1993, Japan has provided about $ 23 million to more than 320
projects in West Bank and Gaza Strip. GGP projects have been formulated in collaboration with
the Palestinian Authority through MoPAD since 2010.
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Mr. HONDA and Beit Dugqo society members inspecting one of the cisterns

constructed by the support of the Japanese fund.
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