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Government of Japan extends its Assistance for

The Empowerment for the Agriculture Sector in Gaza Strip

On February 8", 2011, the Representative of Japan to the Palestinian Authority, Mr. Naofumi Hashimoto and Ms. Harumi Kawagoe, the
representative of the Campaign for Children of Palestine (CCP), a Japanese NGO, signed the grant contract for a three years project for
Empowerment of the Agriculture Sector, Training and Promotion of Ecological and Sustainable Methods in the Gaza Strip.
This project is funded by the government of Japan through its Grant Assistance for Japanese NGO Projects, with a total

amount of USD 2,112,908 approximately (198,613,000 Japanese Yen).

Through this project, CCP will organize training sessions for agricultural engineers and farmers using three seedling
facilities including 2 greenhouses which will be established in Nakheel farms that are managed by Palestinian
Agricultural Relief Committees (PARC). Not only that, the CCP will also distribute the seedlings that are grown through
the training sessions, to small damaged farmers during the project term. Thus, it will empower the agriculture sector in

the Gaza Strip.

On the same day and on the occasion of finalizing the Project for Training of Psycho-Social Support in Villages in Palestine which
started in February 2008 and was funded through the same scheme. Mr. Naofumi Hashimoto distributed the training certifications

on the trainees who finished the training program.

This project amounting to $ 353,000, is to provide training to kindergarten teachers and mothers on mental health, stress-management, and
psychological development of children and so on. From 2010, the Campaign for the Children of Palestine tried to expand their
psycho-social support activity to the fathers, to give them better understanding about the situation that mothers and

children face and the importance of their involvement in raising up children.

The project was implemented in one municipality, 29 surrounding villages and 2 refugee camps, in Ramallah, Jericho and Jerusalem. It was

quite successful with about 40 kindergarten teachers and about 640 of mothers and some of their fathers empowered through the training.

Government of Japan has been always supporting Palestinian communities to improve the health sector, agriculture and so many other
sectors. It is worth mentioning that since 1993 the Government of Japan has extended its official development assistance exceeding USD 1.1
billion to the Palestinian people, including humanitarian assistance.
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Mr. Hashimoto exchanging the Japanese Grant Contracts with Ms. Harumi Kawagoe,

Representative of the Japanese NGO “CCP”

Scene of Mr. Hashimoto’s Speech

<%

A group Picture of the trained women with Mr. Hashimoto and Ms. Kawagoe
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