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Three New Grassroots Assistance by Government of Japan for
Basic Human Needs in Jerusalem and the West Bank

Today on March 1st, 2010, the signing ceremony of the grant contracts of the following

three projects was held. The total amount of the projects funded by the Government of

Japan i1s USD 245,925 through the Grassroots and Human Security Grant Assistance

Projects (GGP). The contracts were signed by Mr. Naofumi Hashimoto, Representative of

Japan to the Palestinian Authority and the representative of Red Crescent Society Hospital

in Jerusalem, SOS Children’s Village in Bethlehem and Thinnabeh Cooperative for

Agricultural Services in Tulkarem respectively.

The three projects funded by the Government of Japan are as below:

1.

The Project for Renovation of the Red Crescent Maternity Clinic in Jerusalem
($ 96.995): Red Crescent Hospital in Jerusalem and its Maternity Clinic has been

playing the leading roles in providing maternal and child health and medical

services in East Jerusalem since 1950's. This grant will be utilized for the renovation
of the ground floor of the clinic which is expected to provide more secured
environment as well as effective and efficient services to mothers and children of
East Jerusalem who visits the clinic.

The Project for Strengthening of SOS Mobile Clinic in Bethlehem Governorate
($ 52,680): The SOS Mobile Medical Centre Bethlehem provides primary health care
services to descent Palestinians. Through its mobile clinic, SOS is able to operate
mobile psychiatric medical services and provide skilled health professionals to
marginalized communities in West Bank. This grant will be utilized to buy a new
trailer to move the clinic and a diagnostic set and electric coach for psychiatric
examination to be used in the mobile clinic. By our grant SOS will be able to enhance
its services given to Palestinians especially children who are living in marginalized
areas.

The Project for Expanding the Compost Production in Thinnabeh in Tulkarem
Governorate ($ 96,250): Thinnabeh Cooperative for Agricultural Services (TCFAS) is

the only Palestinian organization that sells compost in the West Bank. Through this

grant, Thinnabeh Cooperative will provide high quality and cheap organic fertilizer
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for farmers in Tulkarem as a start, where they are going to expand their project to
reach other areas in the West Bank to improve the farmers’ economic situation by
enabling them to buy compost in reasonable price and enhance the overall

agricultural activities.

Mr. Hashimoto in his speeches expressed that the Government of Japan is very keen to
help Palestinians living in East Jerusalem and West Bank under difficulties to ensure the

development of their basic life standards.

The above-mentioned projects are clear indicators of Japan’s determined support to the
Palestinian government and people’s efforts for establishing a viable independent state for
Palestinians living side by side with Israel in peace, security and prosperity, under which
human security is ensured for Palestinians. It is worth mentioning that since 1993 the
Government of Japan has extended its official development assistance exceeding USD 1
billion to the Palestinian people, including approximately USD 21 million through GGP to

finance 300 projects.

(End)

For further information about this project and GGP scheme, please contact Mrs. Diala

Zaineddin-Dodin (Office: 02-241-3120/1).
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