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Japan enhances the training environment in YMCA Vocational Center in Jericho

Today, on February 18" 2015, the signing ceremony was held in the Representative
Office of Japan to the PA in Ramallah for the project for “Reconstruction of Vocational
Training Center of the East Jerusalem YMCA”. The contract was signed by Mr. Junya
Matsuura, Ambassador for the Palestinian Affairs and the Representative of Japan to the
PA and Mr. Andrea Batarseh, General Secretary of East Jerusalem Young Men Christian
Association (YMCA). This project is funded by the Government of Japan through the

Japan's Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP).

A grant of US $ 103,054 is extended for the East Jerusalem YMCA —\ocational
Training Center to reconstruct the old vocational training center’s building that was
established with mud and straws in 1950s to a new building of 2 training rooms for the
building maintenance course. The project will provide trainees from vulnerable
communities with safe and adequate training environment, targeting around 180

students and center staff annually.

Mr. Matsuura in his speech emphasized Japan’s firm commitment of supporting
Palestinian people from human security perspective as well as the importance of
implementing social and economic development projects needed for Palestinian

communities.
Since 1993 the Government of Japan has extended its official development assistance
which amounts approximately $1.6 billion, to the Palestinians. GGP projects have been

formulated in collaboration with the Palestinian Authority through MoPAD since 2010.
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Mr. Matsuura and Mr. Andreh Batarseh exchanging the grant contracts after signing
the grant contracts for “Reconstruction of Vocational Training Center of the East
Jerusalem YMCA”
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