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PRESS RELEASE

February 16, 2015

Celebrating the Opening Ceremony for the MRI Unit and X-Ray Department at the First

University Hospital in Nablus

On Monday February 16, 2015, Mr. Junya Matsuura, Japan’s Ambassador for Palestinian
Affairs and Representative of Japan to the PA, participated in the opening ceremony for the MRI Unit /
X-Rays Department at An Najah National University Hospital in Nablus. Dr. Jawad Awad, Minister of
Health and Prof. Salim Al Haj Yehya, CEO of An Najah National University Hospital and Dean of
Medicine and Health Sciences attended the opening ceremony, with the attendance of high officials from

the PA and local institutions.

Under the project for Development of Medical Equipment in Palestine financed with the
counterpart fund of Japan’s non-project grant aid of 2007, Ministry of Health has procured MRI system
for An Najah University Hospital for the amount of NIS 6,157,642. This MRI system will cover the
northern districts of west bank and will be able to provide a wide spectrum of diagnostics for Palestinian
patients and will help students, professors and doctors in the Medicine and Health Sciences Faculty to
make useful researches and to teach medicine. Another MRI system has been procured and installed in
Alia Governmental Hospital in Hebron under the same project, in addition to other highly updated
medical equipment that have been installed in different West Bank Governmental Hospitals to improve
the quality of medical checkups and to increase the cost effectiveness including the reduction of the

government’s referral payment and its running costs.

Mr. Matsuura in his speech stated “We are pleased to contribute to enhance the quality of
medical systems and to improve the health care services for Palestinian People”. He also emphasized
Japan’s firm commitment of supporting Palestinian people from human security perspective as well as the
importance of implementing social and economic development projects needed for Palestinian

communities.

The Government of Japan has extended its official development assistance since 1993 for
around USD 1.6 billion to the Palestinian people, ranging from economic and social development to
humanitarian assistance.
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Dr. Jawad Awwad, Minister of Health & Ambassador Junya Matsuura During Opening of MRI &
X-Ray Department at Al-Najah University

Picture of MRI & X-Ray Machine Donated by Japan
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