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PRESS RELEASE

July 9" 2013

Celebrating the Rehabilitation and Extension of Birzeit Water Network
A project funded by Government of Japan

Today on July 9, 2013, the opening ceremony of the project for rehabilitation and
extension of the water network in Birzeit city was held. Mr. Junya Matsuura, the Representative
of Japan to the PA/ Ambassador for Palestinian Affairs and the Deputy Minister of Local
Governance, Mr. Mazen Ghnaim attended the ceremony. The project was funded by the
Government of Japan in September 2012, through its Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human
Security Projects (GGP).

With the fund of USD 114,958, Birzeit Municipality replaced around 1,570 meters of
corroded and holed pipes in the old water network in Al Marj district and replaced the current
temporary plastic pipes of 1,330 meters approximately with permanent pipelines, to cover 230
households (1500 people) and one school of 250 students in the same district. This will strengthen
the water pressure in the entire network in that area and thus increase the supply of water to all
Birzeit citizens.

Mr. Matsuura in his speech emphasized Japan’s firm commitment of supporting
Palestinian people from human security perspective as well as the importance of implementing
social and economic development projects needed for Palestinian communities.

Since 2012 Japan has extended approximately 110 million dollars of assistance to the
Palestinians, which is a part of Japan’s total assistance, $1.34 billion, to the Palestinians since
1993. GGP projects have been formulated in collaboration with the Palestinian Authority through
MoPAD since 2010.
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During a site visit to the water project in Birzeit city
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